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DETROIT DESIGN WEEK GOES 
MONTHLONG IN CELEBRATION OF 
UNESCO CITY OF DESIGN STATUS.

During the spring of 2018, 13 architecture 
studios in Mexico and the U.S. undertook 
an ambitious shared project to examine 
Mexican American topics in architecture. 
The studios investigated the many ways 
that the two countries perform as a region 
with shared economies, infrastructures, lan
guages, and histories. A new exhibition at the 
Yale School of Architecture Gallery presents 
student work from the 13 studios, along with 
photographic documentation of the studiosí  
sites by Iwan Baan divided into five topic 
areas: territorial economies, migration, hous
ing and cities, tourism, and creative indus
tries and production. Conceived by Tatiana 
Bilbao and designed by NILE, the exhibition 
provides an opportunity to spatially redefine 
a region so often distorted by politics. Two 

In celebration of Detroit í s designation as 
the first UNESCO City of Design, the Detroit 
Design Festival will transition from a week
long event into Detroit Month of Design. From 
September 1 through 30, over 25 participants 
will present 41 events and special projects 
throughout the city in celebration of Motor City 
design.

Detroit became the first and only city 
in America to receive a UNESCO City of 
Design designation in 2015, joining a net
work of over 20 cities using creativity as a 
driver of long term equitable development. 
Perhaps known best for its program to des
ignate World Heritage Sites, UNESCO (the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization) was chartered in Paris 
in 1946 as a specialized branch of the United 
Nations pushing for the protection of justice 
and human rights through the advocacy of 
cultural heritage, in both tangible formó such 
as monuments, natural resources, and sitesó
and intangible, such as folkways, gastronomy, 
and literature. Detroit has been an active 
member of the City of Design network, with 
representatives traveling to other partner 

cities across the globe to participate in con
venings and festivals.

Detroit Month of Design is planned 
and executed completely by Design Core 
Detroit, an organization established in 2010 
to recognize Detroit as the origin point 
for much of Americaí s industrial design 
and a driver of influential creative thought. 
Here are some Detroit Month of Design 
highlights.

"TWO SIDES OF THE BORDER" 
TACKLES THE SHARED 
ARCHITECTURE OF THE U.S. 
AND MEXICO.

Sides of the Border will be on view at the Yale 
School of Architecture Gallery from November 
29, 2018ñFebrua ry 9, 2019.

Bilbao and Baan have become frequent 
collaborators as of late, having released 
Landscape of Faith: Inter ventions Along 
the Mexican Pilgrimage Route, a photo 
graphic journey along La Ruta del Peregrino 
in Mexico earlier this year. The pair also 
worked together for The House and the City: 
Two Collages, an exhibition that was on dis
p lay through August  continued on page 9

continued on page 12

  continued on page 18

They Came,
They Saw, 
They Glazed
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF BUFFALO, 
NEW YORK, FIRED CLAY FACADE 
SYSTEMS TAKE A LEAP FORWARD.

For the third year in a row, manufacturer 
Boston Valley Terra Cotta (BVTC) and the 
University at Buffalo School of Architecture 
a n d  P l a n n i n g  ( U B /a + p )  h o s t e d  t h e 
Architectural Ceramics Assemblies Workshop 
(ACAW). The weeklong event is a gathering of 
architects, engineers, and artists and offers a 
fast paced opportunity for attendees to get 
their hands dirty physically testing the capa
bilities of terra cotta design. Other sponsors 
of the gathering include Western New Yorkí s 
Alfred University, an institution with exper
tise in glass and ceramics, and Rigidized 
Metals Corporation, a producer of deep tex
tured metal for exterior and interior cladding, 
among other products. 

DESIGN CORE DETROIT

COURTESY YALE SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

MARYANNE SCHULTZ, 
UB SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING

In Construction:
Reiser + Umemoto
Read on page 14
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DESIGN CORE DETROIT

Front page: Curated by Detroití s Campo Studio, Picnic is a ì spatial feastî  of a series of mobile 
furniture armatures. 
Above: Located in a former post office on Detroití s East Side, POST is a new open concept retail 
store hosting demos and workshops during Detroit Design Month.

Sukkah x Detroit
Sukkah x Detroit celebrates Detroití s designa
tion as a UNESCO City of Design as well as its 
1,300 urban farms. Sukkah x Detroit received 
78 applications from 17 countries to design 
contemporary Sukkahsó ancient symbolic 
structures built for the celebration of Sukkot, 
commemorating Jewish freedom from slavery. 
The winning Sukkahs will be on display in his
toric Capital Park, along with complementary 
programs and events.

SHAPE: Defining Furniture in Michigan's 
Design Legacy
Next: Space Detroit is curating an exhibit of 
contemporary furniture by the likes of Alex 
Drew and NO ONE, Nina Cho, Colin Tury, 
and Hunt & Noyer, inspired by the design 
theories and practices of Charles and Ray 
Eames and Florence Knoll (Knoll was a native 
Michigander). The furniture will go on display 
at the Shinola Canfield Flagship Store.

Light Up Livernois
Now in its fifth year, Light Up Livernois cele
brates one of Detroití s oldest and most sig
nificant commercial corridors, known for its 
connection to Detroit fashion. Vacant store
fronts will be activated with art installations 
and pop up shops, while existing businesses 
will be offering special programming and 
goods, and will be open late into the night. 
Previous iterations of Light Up Livernois 
offered musical performances and fashion 
vignettes. 

2018 Junior League of Detroit Designersí 
Show House
Detroit designers are let loose within the 1922 
Charles T. Fisher Mansion, the largest home in 
the Boston Edison Historic District. The estate 
includes 14 bedrooms and 14 bathrooms, and 
includes a pub, a private chapel, and a pro
hibition era liquor vault. From September 15 
through October 7, 39 designers will transform 
over 40 spaces within the 18,000 square foot 
home and throughout the gardens.

Picnic
Curated by  Camp o S tudio  (designers 
Fernando Bales & Elise DeChard), Picnic 
bills itself as a ì spatial feast,î  with the proj
ect blurring the lines between art and archi
tecture. The piece will bring together a series 
of mobile furniture armatures, each with an 
independent presence and use. The project 
will be assembled and shown in the Simone 
DeSousa Gallery.

Gold Ink + Red Wine at POST
POST, a new, open concept retail store on 
Detroit í s east side, will open its doors for 
tours, demos, and workshops all month 
long, allowing visitors to peruse new work 
by in house design and production studios, 
including Mutual Admiration, Hooray Forever, 
and Scarlet Crane. The 1940s building that 
houses POST was a former post office and 
served for a while as a Baptist church. The 
store opened in 2017. 

Motor City Month continued from front page

Minneapolis will be getting an elevated amphi
theater on the banks of the Mississippi River 
courtesy of New Yorkí s SHoP Architects. The 
firm was chosen by Minneapolis music insti
tution First Avenue Productions to design 
the new Upper Harbor Terminal Community 
Performing Arts Center (CPAC), a combination 
parkñp erforming arts centerñ event venue.

CPAC will create a new 2.3  acre public 
park on the waterfront on city owned land 
that will double as a performing arts space. 
SHoPí s ì Gantry,î  a multistory metal seating 
structure, will float most of the venueí s 6,000 
seats above ground level and free the park up 
for public use when not scheduled for events. 
The stage, segmented into its own separate 
building, can also be enclosed during inclem
ent weather for smaller performances.

The Gantry leaves its structural elements 
exposed, and the catwalk like design is a 
callback to the waterfrontí s industrial pastó a 
past that, from renderings, will be heavily 
referenced in the new parkí s design. CPAC 
will seat up to 10,000 visitors, with room for 
4,000 standing attendees and 10 private 
boxes.

ì Minneapolis and First Avenue have a 
long history of creative transformation, and 
a rich legacy of music and culture,î  said 

founding partner of SHoP Architects Gregg 
Pasquarelli. ì We are thrilled to be working 
together to expand upon this tradition. In 
designing the UHT CPAC, we were inspired 
by what makes First Avenue one of the coun
tryí s most intimate and special music venues, 
focusing on the idea of creating an inclusive 
venue where everyone feels like a VIP, while 
also allowing for a larger, open park and 
green space open year round for the North 
Minneapolis and surrounding communities 
to enjoy.î

The renderings released last Wednesday 
were the publicí s first look at plans for the 
north Minneapolis site, of which CPAC is 
just a small part. If the plan is approved 
by the City Council and Minneapolis Park 
and Recreation Board, the 50 acre Upper 
Harbor development would bring residen
tial and office buildings to the waterfront 
as well. Construction on the project í s first 
phase, including CPAC, could begin in 2020, 
depending on how fast the development 
clears the approvals process. In the mean
time, developers United Properties, THOR 
Companies, and First Avenue will be solicit
ing public feedback on their current scheme. 
Jonathan Hilburg

Jealous, St. Paul?
SHOP ARCHITECTS SET TO DESIGN MINNEAPOLISí S 
RIVERFRONT PERFORMING ARTS CENTER.

Top: An aerial rendering of the CPAC during an event.
Bottom: View from the Gantry at night during a concert.

COURTESY SHOP ARCHITECTS
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